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James

Jerusalem, 1st century C.E.
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James 1:1

a servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ

James

to the twelve tribes who 
are scattered abroad...

XAIPEIN Grace.
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Rome, 2nd century C.E.
the catacombs

Greetings
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James 1:6-8

a READING FROM 
THE LETTER OF jAMES MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, CONSIDER 

IT ALL JOY WHENEVER YOU FALL IN 
WITH ANY KIND OF TRIALS...

James 1:2
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KNOW THAT THE 
TESTING OF YOUR 
FAITH RESULTS IN 
ENDURANCE...

AND LET ENDURANCE 
COMPLETE THE WORK 

 THAT YOU MAY 
BE COMPLETE

PERFECT

A WHOLE 
PERSON

LACKING IN 
NOTHING

BUT IF ANYone OF YOU IS LACKING IN WISDOM ...

ASK gOD,
who gives to all, 

simply, 
Generously, 

without 
Discrimination, 

without 
Reproaching...

and it will be given 
to that person.

James 1:3-5
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but ask in faith, 
doubting nothing, for the one who doubts 

is like a wave of the sea, 
being blown and tossed 
about by the wind.

a two-minded 
person is  
unstable/
Irresolute

in all of his 
or her ways.

James 1:6-8
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lET THE HUMBLE LOWLY 
ONES TAKE PRIDE IN BE-
ING LIFTED HIGH...

AND THE RICH ONE IN BEING 
HUMBLED AND LOWLY

FOR  HE WILL 
FADE LIKE A 
FLOWER IN THE 
GRASS

FOR AS THE SUN ROSE,
AND IT’S BURNING HEAT 
DRIED THE GRASS, AND 
THE FLOWER FELL...

AND THE BEAUTY OF IT’S 
APPEARANCE PERISHED,

EVEN SO, THE RICH 
PERSON WILL ALSO FADE 
AWAY IN HIS JOURNEY 

James 1:9-11

Graphic novel translation by Earnest Graham III  c 2010



James 1:12
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BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO 
STANDS UP TO TRIALS.

AND BEING 
APPROVED

... HE WILL RECEIVE THE CROWN, WHICH IS LIFE,

WHICH WAS PROMISED TO THE 
ONES WHO LOVE CHRIST.
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LUST
DESIRE

DRUNKENNESS

WEALTH

POWER

PRIDE

VANITY

REVENGE

ANGER
DSESTRUCTION

GLUTTONY
ENVY

LET NO ONE BEING TEMPTED, 
SAY THAT I AM BEING 
TEMPTED BY GOD!

FOR GOD IS NOT TEMPTED 
BY EVIL, AND GOD TEMPTS 
NO ONE. 
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James 1:14-15

BUT EACH PERSON 
IS TEMPTED BY 
THEIR OWN DESIRES

BEING DRAWN 
AWAY AND ALLURED 
BY THEM.

THEN DESIRE, 
HAVING 
CONCEIVED...

GIVES BIRTH 
TO SIN.

BUT SIN

WHEN IT COMES TO 
MATURITY

BRINGS FORTH 
DEATH.
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DO NOT BE SO DECEIVED, MY 
BELOVED BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS. 

EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT 
GIFT IS FROM ABOVE !

COMING DOWN FROM 
THE FATHER OF LIGHTS

WITH WHOM THERE IS 
NO VARIATION,
 NO SHIFTING OF 
SHADOWS.

BY AN ACT OF WILL HE 
GAVE US BIRTH BY THE 
WORD OF TRUTH...

SO THAT WE MAY BE A KIND OF 
FIRST FRUIT OF GOD’S CREATION.
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James 1:19-27

EGYPT, 4TH century C.E.
I AM LOOKING FOR A WISE MAN WHO 
IS SAID TO BE LIVING IN THIS AREA.

I AM but a widow, 
with children.

you can find him in 
a monastery, in the 
mountains.
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i wish to see 
    the abba.

why are you 
here?

i seek 
wisdom.
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James 1:19-27
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James 1:19-27

it is written, in the 
letter of james...

“know this, My beloved 
brothers, let each person 

be quick to listen...
be slow to speak in anger.

come with me.

you can begin 
by washing the 

floor.

...for a man’s anger 
does not bring about the 
Righteousness of God.”

Graphic novel translation by Earnest Graham III  c 2010



Page 15

James 1:19-27

“Likewise, put away all 
sordidness and whatever 
remains of wickedness, 

and gently 
receive  the word 

planted in you. 
it is able to save 

your soul.” 
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James 1:19-27

“but be doers of 
the word, and not 
only listeners who 
deceive yourselves

for if anyone is a 
hearer of the word 
and is not a doer,

this one is like a man 
who studies his natural 
face in a mirror...

even though he observed himself, 
once he has gone away, 

he immediately forgets what 
he was like.

but the one who has 
looked closely into 
the perfect  law, 
the one of freedom,

and who 
remains there,
not becoming a 

forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of work,..

that person will be 
blessed in doing it.”
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James 1:19-27

“if anyone pretends
 to be religious, 

but does not bridle the 
tongue and deceives the 

heart,
...that person’s 

religion is
 empty.

religion that  is pure and faultless 
before our god and father is this: 
to visit the orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself 

spotless from the world.”
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James 2:1

Ireland, 9th century C.E.

Brother, we found another book 
of the bible for you to copy.

it’s the letter 
of james !
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James 2:1

“My Brothers,

do not show partiality  
on account of a person’s 

wealth or standing...

but have the faith 
of our lord jesus

the glory of 
christ.
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James 2:2-9

Assisi, Italy  13 th century C.E.

Please be 
seated stand 

here.
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my brothers, what  
is the problem? um, well...

it is written, “show no partiality, 
rather, have show the faith of  
our glorious lord jesus Christ

for example, a man 
walks into your church, 
wearing gold on his 
fingers and fine cloth-
ing and a poor man also 
enters, wearing rags 

and you look at the one 
wearing fine clothing and 
say ‘you sit here in a place 
of honor,’ and to the poor 
you say, ‘ you stand there’ 

or ‘ sit at my feet.’

didn’t you  make a distinction 
between yourselves? and didn’t you 
make your self a judge with your 

own unjust thoughts?

James 2:2-9
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listen my beloved brother, didn’t god 
choose the poor of the world to be rich 
in faith and the heirs of the kingdom, 

the one he promised to 
those who love him?

 you insult 
the poor...

but  isn’t  it the 
rich man who 
oppresses you 
and drags you 
into court?

Do they not slander the 
good name which has been 

given to you?
if you genuinely observe the law, 
as it is written in scriptures, you 
shall love your neighbor as you 
do yourself - you do well.

but if you discriminate 
between people, you 
commit sin, and the 
law shows you to be 
a transgressor.

James 2:2-9
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James 2:10-13

for whoever keeps 
all of the law 
but stumbles on 

even one, ...

 has become 
guilty of all. 

for the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery” 

also said, 
“you shall not commit  murder.” 

 so if you have not commit adultery, 
but do commit  murder, you have become 

a transgressor of the law.

So speak and 
so do, as 

through the 
law of free-
dom as those 
who will be 

judged. 
 for judgement 

is without 
mercy to the 

ones who 
have not 

shown mercy,

but  mercy 
triumphs over 

judgement. 
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James 2:14-26

France  14 th century C.E.
are you on pilgrimage?
show your faith with a 
new cross or prayer beads.

i’ve got 
 statues, relics 
from the saints.
a sliver from the 
original cross. 

“what profit  is there, my 
brother, if anyone says they 
have faith, but doES not   do 

anything with it?”

is such faith able to 
rescue a person? 
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if a brother or sister 
is without clothes, 

or does not even have 
their daily bread...

and someone says to 
them, “Go in peace. be 

warm and fed” ...

but does not give them 
what  is necessary for 

the body...
WHAT  IS THE 

PROFIT?

SO IT IS WITH FAITH.
IF A PERSON DOESN’T DO 

ANYTHING WITH IT, IT IS 
DEAD IN ITSELF.

if someone says,  “have 
faith”, and i have works,

show me your faith without 
doing anything... 

and i will show 
you my faith by 

what i do.

James 2:14-26
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you believe ‘god is one’. 

you do well.

but even 
the demons 
believe and 

tremble.

but do you 
realize, O 

hollow person, 
that faith 

without action 
is empty?

consider our father abraham. wasn’t  he made 
righteous by his actions when he offered up 

his son, Isaac upon the altar?
you see that faith 

was working with his 
actions, and his faith 

was made complete.

as it says in scripture, 

“Abraham 
believed god, and 
it was accounted 
to him as righ-
teousness, and 

he was called a 
friend of god.”

you see, that a person is made righteous 
through actions, and not by faith alone

Likewise, didn’t 
rahab the 
prostitute 

show herself 
to be righ-

teous when she 
welcomed the 

messengers and 
sent them out by 
a different way?

for just as the body 
is dead with out the 

spirit...

so too, faith 
without deeds 

is dead.

James 2:14-26
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James 3:1

my brothers, not many of you 
should strive to be teachers...

Germany 15 th century C.E.

knowing how we will be held 
accountable for what we teach.
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James 3:1-12

Spain 15 th century C.E.

Did you hear what  he did? 
you should have seen it!
i beat all of them!

my brothers, not many of you 
should strive to be teachers, 

knowing that we will 
receive greater judgement.  

for we all stumble. 

     murmer murmer
murmer murmer murmer
    murmer
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James 3:1-12

James says, “ if anyone 
does not stumble in 

speech, such a man is 
perfect, able to bridle 

the whole body.

it is like when we put a bit 
into the horses’ mouth...

and persuade them to follow 
our direction...

and so we direct their 
whole bodies.
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James 3:1-12

and see the ships

how large they are and 
driven by hard winds...

and yet it is guided by 
a very small rudder

... and by the impulse of 
the pilot, going wherever 

he decides. So too, the 
tongue is a small member 
of the body,  and it boasts 

of great power.
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James 3:1-12

consider how a small 
flame...

...can burn a great 
forest.

the tongue 
is fire. 

and in the wickedness of 
the world, the tongue, which 

is a part of us, is able to 
stain the whole body...

it sets fire to the 
whole cycle of life

and so is set  on 
fire by hell. 
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James 3:1-12

for every 
kind of beast

and bird,

both 
reptiles ...

and sea creature is subdued, and 
has been tamed by human kind

but no human being can 
tame the tongue. it is 
a restless evil, full of 
death bringing poison.
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James 3:1-12

with this tongue we bless 
the Lord and father...

and with this 
we curse the  man...

who is made in the 
image of God.

out of the same mouth 
comes blessing and 
curse. my brothers, 

this should not be so.

surely a spring 
of water does not 

flow from an open-
ing with sweet 

water and bitter 
water?

My brothers, a fig 
tree is note able to 

produce olives.

neither can salty 
water make sweet 

water.
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James 3:13-18

But  if you have bitter 
jealousy and selfishness 

in your heart, 
do not boast  or lie.

A reading from the 
epistle of James:

“who is wise and under-
standing among you?

let him show it through 
good conduct , and his 

deeds in meekness of 
wisdom.

England 16th century C.E.
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James 3:13-18

“This is not the 
wisdom  which comes 

down from above...

but Earthly,

Natural...

... diabolical.

For where there 
is jealousy and 

selfishness, 

but the wisdom which is 
from above is first pure,...

then peaceable considerate,

reasonable

full of mercy and 
good fruits

impartial, 

without 
hypocracy;

but the fruit of 
righteousness is 
sown in peace by 
those who make 

peace. “

there is
 disorder and every 

malpractice.
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James 4:1-10

Central Europe  17th century C.E.                                                                            The Thirty Years War

“Where do wars come from? 

And Why are there 
fights among you?
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James 4:1-10

aRE THEY NOT FROM HERE?

FROM YOUR DESIRES AT WAR 
WITH YOUR MEMBERS?

YOU DESIRE WHAT 
YOU DO NOT HAVE.  YOU 
KILL AND COVET AND YOU 

ARE NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN.

SO YOU FIGHT AND 
YOU GO TO WAR.

YOU DO NOT HAVE, 
BECAUSE YOU DO 

NOT ASK...

OR YOU ASK AND DO NOT RECEIVE 
BECAUSE YOU ASK WRONGLY, 

THAT YOU MAY SPEND IT IN YOUR 
PERSUITS OF PLEASURE. 

UNFAITHFUL ONES ! 
DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT 

FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD 
IS ENMITY WITH gOD?

AND WHOEVER CHOOSES 
TO BE A FRIEND OF THE 
WORLD, MAKES HIMSELF 

AN ENEMY OF gOD.
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James 4:1-10

OR dO YOU THINK IT IS IN VAIN 
THAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY,  

“tHE sPIRIT  jEALOUSLY YEARNS 
TO DWELL WITHIN US.”?

BUT THERE 
IS GRACE.

SCRIPTURE ALSO SAYS, 
“gOD OPPOSES THE PROUD, BUT  HE 

GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”
BE SUBJECT TO GOD,

BUT RESIST THE DEVIL AND 
HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU. 

DRAW NEAR TO GOD, 
AND GOD WILL DRAW 

NEARER TO YOU.

                      100     200    300    400    500    600    700   800    900   1000    1100    1200    1300    1400    1500    1600    1700    1800   1900    2000

Graphic novel translation by Earnest Graham III  c 2010



Page 39

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE ASTRAY, 
CLEANSE YOUR HANDS 

AND PURIFY YOUR HEARTS, 
DOUBLE MINDED ONES.

LAMENT. MOURN. WEEP. 

LET YOUR LAUGHTER 
BE CHANGED INTO 

MOURNING AND YOUR 
JOY INTO GLOOM.

BE HUMBLE BEFORE 
THE LORD, AND HE 
WILL LIFT YOU UP.

James 4:1-10
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Colonial Virginia,   18th century C.E.                            
                            “let your laughter be 

changed to mourning, and 
your joy into gloom...”

“Be humble 
before the lord, 
and he will lift 

you up.”

look! there’s a 
crowd gathering at 

the court house.
i heard he 
stole some 
horses. it 
must be so.

it’s that beggar we 
saw outside of church 

on sunday.
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James 4:11-12
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James 4:11-12

Thomas, please read 
the next passage in 

the bible?

it’s the epistle of 
james, chapter 4 , 

beginning at verse 11.

 there is one giver of 
the law. and one judge. 

that  one is able to 
save and to destroy. 

 

but you, who are 
you to judge your 

neighbor?”
mama, 

maybe i shouldn’t have 
judged the man.

“brothers, do not speak against one 
another, for the one who speaks 
against a brother or judges his 

brother speaks against the law and 
judges the law. 

 
now if you judge the law, 

you are not a keeper of the 
law, but a judge.
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James 4:13-17

China,   19th century C.E.               
                                         i believe our work 

together will be very 
profitable. 

  

Please stay a while 
and be our guest.  I 
trust you will find 
our hospitality to 

your liking. 

i am familiar with your 
scriptures. Does it  

not say,...
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today 

or tomorrow we will go to 
this or that city and we will 

do our business a year. We will 
merchandise and make money.”

thank you, rest  sounds 
tempting. but where i come from, 

‘idle hands are the devil’s workshop.‘  
besides, i have three more 

cities to visit.
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James 4:13-17

“for you do not  know 
what tomorrow will 

be. or what kind of life 
you will have. for you are a mist.

 

appearing for a little 
while, and then disappears. 

 

instead you should say,
‘ if the lord will and 

we should live. ... 

then we will do 
this or that.”
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James 4:13-17

“but  now you boast 
in your ambition. 

 

ALL SUCH 
BOASTING 
IS WICKED. 

SO THEN. THE ONE 
WHO KNOWS GOOD 

AND DOES NOT DO IT-
 IS IT NOT 

SIN IN HIM?” 
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James 5:1-6

Mexico,   19th century C.E.   
                                                     

Foreman, these workers are not 
working hard enough. Double 
their workload and no pay until 
it is all finished.

please. sir, 
i need food. 

BACK TO 
WORK!
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BONGBONG

BONGBONG

BONGBONG
BONGBONG

BONGBONG

BONGBONG

BONGBONG

“cOME NOW, RICH ONE. 
wEEP! HOWL OVER THE 
MISERIES THAT WILL

COME TO YOU. 

yOUR WEALTH IS CORRUPT, 
AND YOUR CLOTHES ARE EATEN 

BY MOTHS. WORTHLESS.” 

James 5:1-6
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“yOUR GOLD AND SILVER HAVE 
BEEN CORRODED, AND THEIR 
CORROSION WILL TESTIFY 

AGAINST YOU. THEY WILL EAT 
YOUR FLESH LIKE A FIRE.

FOR YOU STORED UP 
YOUR TREASURE IN 
THESE LAST DAYS.

DO YOU HEAR THE CRIES OF 
THE WORKMEN WHO HAVE 

MOWED YOUR FIELDS. yOU HELD 
BACK THEIR WAGES.

NOW THE CRIES OF THOSE WHO 
HAVE REAPED HAVE ENTERED 
INTO THE EARS OF THE LORD 

OF THE SABBATH.

YOU LIVED IN INDULGENCE
 UPON THE EARTH- IN LUXURY!

AND YOU NOURISHED YOUR 
HEART IN THE DAY OF 

SLAUGHTER.

YOU CONDEMNED. YOU KILLED 
THE RIGHTEOUS PERSON. 

AND HE DID NOT RESIST YOU.”

James 5:1-6
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James 5:7-11

U.S.A.,   
20th century C.E.                     

                                   

“Be paitent, brothers 
and sisters, until the 
coming of the lord.”

I know many of you are 
asking, “how long. how 

long must we continue 
to struggle?”

listen to the 
word of God 
found in the 
epistle of 

james.

James 5:7-11
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James 5:7-11

look at the farmer, 
who waits for the precious 

fruits of the earth,

...and is patient  with  it  
until it  receives the early 

and latter rain. 

and so, be patient, 
establish your hearts, 
knowing that the com-

ing of the lord 
has drawn near.

BE SURE NOT  TO MURMER AGAINST 
ONE ANOTHER, BROTHERS, IN ORDER 
THAT  YOU MAY NOT  BRING DOWN 
JUDGEMENT.  YOU SEE, THE JUDGE IS 

ALREADY AT  THE DOOR. 

brothers, take for example the 
longsuffering and patience of the

 prophets who spoke the word of the lord.

behold, we call 
the ones who 
have endured 

‘blessed.’

James 5:7-11
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James 5:7-11

you have heard of job...

...AND YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE 
END, WHEN ALL IS SAID AND 
DONE, THE LORD IS FULL OF 
COMPASSION AND MERCY.
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The Soviet Union
20th century C.E.                                                     

   

GRANDMOTHER? 
what  are you 

doing?

what if someone sees 
you? the party tells 

us to renounce our 
faith.  they say it is 

superstitious. 

“DO NOT SWEAR, NEITHER BY 
HEAVEN OR EARTH, NOR ANY 

OTHER OATH. 

BUT  LET  YOUR YES BE YES, 
AND THE NO BE NO, UNLESS YOU 

FALL UNDER JUDGEMENT.”

Praying.
I make no such 

promise. do you not 
know what the holy 

scripture says?

James 5:12
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21st century C.E.     the world                            
                        

If anyone among you is 
suffering misfortune...

James 5:13-20
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...let them pray.

if anyone among 
you is happy ...

if anyone is sick among you, 
let them call on the elders 

of the church...

Prayer request

revshepherd@...

Dear pastor, I know I have not been to church n
while, but I am asking your prayer
for my son. He is in the hospital wi
and we hope that God will heal him 

Prayer Re
Please pray
people of Ha

There has be
earthquake 
the capital h
rubble. Ther
water, or foo
need medica
volunteers. 

We have a baby! 
She is healthy and mom is doing well.

Share picture?

Another day over 100 degrees.Ugh.
When will this heat wave end? 

Like    Share  

Just got back from a trip to Iceland. 
The volcano is still smoking. We had to wait in the airport
an extra day before it was clear to travel. 

Like    Share  

We’re getting married. 

We’re getting ma

Interviewing for a
new job today, please

let them 
sing praises.

James 5:13-20
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...and let them pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in 

the name of the lord.
and the prayer of faith will heal 

the one who is sick.

May i say a 
prayer for you?

Thank you for coming PASTOR.

you might want to 
read the story of 

elijah. 

i’VE BEEN MEANING TO 
GO TO CHURCH FOR SOME 

TIME, BUT...

YOU SEE, I DID A 
and anyone who committed 

sins will be forgiven.

James 5:13-20
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The story of Elijah  1Kings 17-18

the prayer of those who 
are made right are able 

and effective.

Elijah was a human 
being like us, and with 
prayer he prayed that 
it would not rain, and 

it did not rain upon the 
ground for three years 

and six months.

KING AHAB, YOU HAVE STRAYED 

AND WORSHIPPED OTHER GODS. 

THEREFORE THE LORD SAYS IT WILL 

NOT RAIN EXCEPT BY MY PRAYER.

AND IT DID NOT RAIN.
THE LORD TOLD HIM TO GO 

TO THE HOUSE OF A WIDOW 

IN ZAREPHATH. SHE WOULD 

FEED HIM.

i OFFER YOU FORGIVE-
NESS IN THE NAME OF 

THE FATHER, THE SON, 
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

AMEN.

VERY SORRY. 

therefore, confess your ins 
to one another and pray 

on behalf of each other so 
that you may be cured.

THE LORD MIRACULOUSLY PROVIDED 

ENOUGH FOOD FOR EACH DAY.

THEN  ONE DAY, THE WIDOW’S SON 

BECAME ILL AND WAS DYING.

James 5:13-20
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My brothers and sisters,
 if anyone among you wanders 
from the truth and is brought 

back by another... 

know that the one who has helped the 
one who has strayed  from the path, 

will save that one’s soul, 

and will cover a multitude of sins.

ELIJAH PRAYED FOR THE CHILD THREE 
TIMES AND CRIED OUT TO THE LORD TO LET 

THE CHILD’S LIFE COME TO HIM AGAIN.

THE LORD LISTENED TO 
ELIJAH’S VOICE, AND THE BOY 

BREATHED AGAIN.

AFTER MANY DAYS 
THE LORD SENT 
ELIJAH BACK TO 

KING AHAB

ELIJAH CHALLENGED 
THE PROPHETS OF 

BAAL, AND SHOWED 
THAT THE LORD IS 
MIGHTIER THAN A 
GOD OF WOOD OR 

STONE. 

THEN ELIJAH TOLD 
KING AHAB THAT 

GOD WOULD MAKE 
IT RAIN.. 

AND ELIJAH 
PRAYED SEVEN 

TIMES THAT GOD 
WOULD MAKE IT 

RAIN AGAIN

and he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth 

its fruit.

James 5:13-20
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